SIBiol Research Trust Fund Grant
CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The Singapore Institute of Biology Research Trust Fund (SIBiol RTF; www.sibiol.org.sg/rtf) supports and
facilitates research on local topics or questions in biology by SIBiol members. To date, the SIBiol RTF has
supported over 30 research projects. Each Research Grant awards up to SGD 5,000 for: (i) an original two-
year project (renewable for another term, subject to progress assessment), or (ii) funding interns to perform
research under an existing grant.

All research related to biology will be considered.

Applications Open: 6 March 2026
Applications Close: 30 June 2026
(Successful applications will be notified by end-August 2026)

Application Eligibility and Guidelines

Applications are open to early- and mid-career researchers (i.e., PhD students in at least their 2" year of
study, post-doctoral researchers <10 years from obtaining their PhD) who are Life, Ordinary or Student
members of the SIBiol based in Singapore. Applicants must hold a position in a recognised academic
institution in Singapore. Student member (at least in the 3™ year of graduate studies/passed their qualifying
examination) may apply together with a Lab Head/Supervisor, who is an SIBiol member. Grants are strictly
for covering the cost of consumables, research-related travel expenses or internship assistance (i.e. funds for
paid internship). The grant cannot be used for the purchase of equipment or travel per-diem. Only shortlisted
candidates will be notified.

Applications will be judged on the quality of the proposal, which must communicate clearly the relevance to
biology, potential impact of research, scientific thought, clarity and achievability by the timeline of the Award.
Applicants are to submit the completed Application Form, a letter of support from your supervisor, and a
three-page research proposal (as per Appendix A).

Email completed applications to gueries.sibiol@gmail.com with the email subject “SIBiol RTF Grant
Application”.

Terms and conditions of the Award:

e The successful awardee is expected to make two presentations to the public at the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of SIBiol (or at such a time and event as may be mutually agreed upon) about the
successful awardee’s research: one presentation at the start of award period, and a second at the
end of the award period whereby the awardee will provide updates of the progress/outcomes of
his/her research.

e The successful awardee is expected to contribute some service to SIBiol following the award e.g.,
conducting an SIBiol workshop or outreach activity related to the research proposed.

e The successful awardee will acknowledge the support provided by SIBiol in any presentations and
publications resulting from the research funded by the SIBiol RTF.

The SIBiol RTF was established on 28 Feb 1980 and is a registered charity.
Charity Registration No.: 00685
Charity Registration Date: 27 Sep 1989

The SIBiol Committee for Research Trust Fund comprises of Emeritus Professor Wong Sek Man, Dr Jani
Tanzil, Dr Nicholas Yap. Further questions should be directed to gueries.sibiol@gmail.com.
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APPLICATION FORM

APPLICATE INFORMATION

Name of Applicant

Designation

Dept./Faculty

Email address

Contact No.

SUPERVISOR INFORMATION

Name

Dept./Faculty

Designation

Email address

Contact No.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

TITLE

Proposed Start Date

ABSTRACT

(no more than 200
words)

Please use non-
technical language,
appropriate for a multi-
disciplinary selection
committee

5 KEYWORDS

Please enclose the following with your application form:
' Project proposal (Times New Roman 12-pt; maximum 3 pages)
e Background and Significance
e Specific Aim(s)
e Concise Research Methodology
e Expected Outcomes
o Estimated itemised budget
] Brief 1-2 page Curriculum Vitae
] Letter of support from research project supervisor (for PhD students)



APPENDIX A: Research Proposal
(Times New Roman 12-pt; maximum 3 pages)

1. Project Title

The title of your proposal should be short, accurate, and clear.

A single sentence containing ten or fewer words is best.

Do not use acronyms and technical jargon as your reviewers may not come from your technical
specialty.

3. Background and Significance of the Research

This section addresses why the proposed work is important/significant in the field. You should provide
the status quo of the relevant work field and identify a gap in knowledge or activities that must be filled
to move the field forward. Sufficient details should be given in this discussion, especially in making
clear what the research problem is and exactly what has been accomplished.

Literature reviews should be selective and critical. Reviewers would want to know the pertinent works
that have been carried out and your evaluation of them. Discussions of work done by others should
therefore lead the reader to a clear impression of how you will be building upon what has already
been done and how your work differs from theirs. It is important to establish what is original or
innovative in your approach, what circumstances have changed since related work was done, or what
is unique about the time and place of the proposed research.

4. Project Objectives

What do you want to know, prove, demonstrate, analyze, test, investigate or examine in your research?
List your project objectives in a logical sequence.

5. Research Design and Methods

What methods will you use to address your research problem?

What do you need? (Specify any special equipment, software or consumables)

Are there barriers or pitfalls that you can anticipate in your planned research?

Does the project involve human ethics, animal ethics or safety implications?

Is travel or fieldwork required for data collection? If so, where to, how long and at what intervals?

6. Expected Outcomes

What are the expected outcomes?
Establish the importance of your project by highlighting its originality or why it is worth pursuing.
Highlight the benefits, positive expected outcomes or innovative applications of knowledge.

7. Gantt Chart

Using a Gantt Chart (example below), indicate the timeframe for each broad stage, such as literature
surveys, data collection, production, modelling, review, data analysis, testing, reporting. Amend
accordingly.



Project Implementation

Schedule Ql Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

8. Budget

A budget justification should accompany the budget requested.

Note that this Award will provide you up to $5000 which may be spent for consumables, research-
related travel expenses or internship assistance (i.e. funds for paid internship). The grant cannot be

used for the purchase of equipment or travel per-diem.

Funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis. You will need to submit an itemised statement of
accounts with a copy of all receipts/invoices.

9. References

There is no specific format for references. Just make sure the format you use is consistent throughout.



